
From Fr. Melvin:  In this article, I take you to a scenic and popular tourist site:  Florence.  Together 

with a priest friend on this Sabbatical, a Monsignor from the Archdiocese of Denver, we traveled on a 

luxury speed train from Rome and saw many a vineyard and farmland.  On this 2-day visit, we would 

take in a Museum tour, visit a cathedral and churches, and rest awhile enjoying a gelato (Italian for 

ice cream).  This city is noted for its exquisite jewelry and leather-made products; I bought a wallet 

that included a coin purse!   Within the walls of its churches, are beautifully-detailed artwork from 

renowned painters and artists alike of the Middle Ages, particularly from the 1400’s.  Let us blend 

into the scene—the days were clear and 70.   

 

 

Leading off, we see Florence from a distance 

with the impressive presence of the Duomo, or 

Cathedral with its “burnt brown” Dome standing 

out; to the right is another large church.  The bel-

fry or tower was a main feature of cathedrals and 

basilicas and even from this view, you are not far 

away from hearing the bells ring at prescribed 

times like the Noon hour.    

 

 

In these 2 photos, we visit Santa Maria Novella Church which is the home of the Order of Domini-

cans whose charism is preaching on God’s word.  Here, we see a side view of the sanctuary with a 

unique layout together with the Tabernacle centered just below the hanging Crucifix bordered by 2 

tall Angels.  For the record, the art in this Church covers over 400 years marking Santa Maria Novel-

la as one of a kind in this merchant city.  For one example, notice the timeless artwork to the left of 

the hanging Crucifix showing scenes in the life of God’s people and their faith.   In the 2nd photo, is 

shown the beautiful array of colored mosaic art revealing the prophetic role of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary including the Presentation of the child Jesus in the Temple.  Actually, this photo was taken for a 



While my friend and I took a break, I took 

this photo featuring the open space outside 

a Church in the courtyard of the Palazzo 

Strozzi.  Unlike what we have been endur-

ing in this Pandemic, this scene was just an-

other sight of people everywhere, Italianos, 

tourists, and clergymen like us.  To visit any 

of these Churches, you paid to get in, but 

once inside you were in an ideal period of 

history. Through ages past, whether its art-

work, the statues, or the tombs of Galileo 

and Machiavelli (local diplomat) inside 

Santa Croce Church, one recognizes Flor-

ence is a city of the present age living with 

time past.  We will look at another part of 

Florence in my next column.  All Angels 

and Saints, pray for us.    

 

 

 

 


